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Advantages of Regional Warehouse Plan. 


There should now be in the hands of every canner a copy of Bulle- 
tin 94-A, setting forth in detail the regional warehouse plan for handling swell 


claims. If you have not received your copy, kindly notify the Washington office 
and it will be forthcoming immediately. 


Briefly, the special advantages of the plan to canners are that it 
permits them to identify the goods in question; reduces shipping expenses, com- 
pared with the old plan, by having goods in question shipped to convenient ware- 
houses for examination instead of being returned to canners' warehouses; strikes 
at the root of the trouble, since it affords e wonderful opportunity to study 
causes of spoilage and prevent recurrence; provides an unbiased scientific report 
On the merits of the claim; insures the destruction of spoiled canned foods; 
and prevents the destruction of sound foods. 

The advantages to the distributor are that it insures prompt re- 

oval of suspected canned foods from his own warehouse; tends to minimize "swell" 
HOsses by eliminating the causes of spoilage; provides an unbiased scientific re- 
port on the merits of the claim; leaves any canned foods shipped to a warehouse, 
but not covered by swell guarentee, still subject to distributor's disposal; and 
provides for destruction of spoiled canned foods, preventing their going into the 
lerket and injuring the reputation of canned foods. For the brokers, it eliminates 


big source of trouble--attempting to settle swell claims between canner and 
distributor. 


Of decided advantage to food officials, it increases familiarity 
th canned foods and commercial canning methods; insures more complete destruc- 
ion of spoiled canned foods and evoids the destruction of foods which are not 


Poiled; and affords an opportunity to study the nature and causes of spoilage in 
anned foods. 
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Another Fiction Viriter Who Vill seek for Something Besides 
Canned Foods to Carry Story. 


Not long ago one of the lending magazines of the country carried 
a fiction story, of which the following is an extract: 


"At the end of half an hour he learned that her husband, a trep- 
per, had awakened that morning, apparently in the best of health, but after lunch, 
while he was in the storeroom getting out his lynx traps for the approaching wiater, 
he had been taken with convulsions--ptomaine poisoning, she thought, from sone 
canned peaches he had eaten.” 


The National Canners Associetion got into touch with the editor 
of the magazine, and subsequently with the euthor of the story. Be it said to the 
credit of the letter that she responded in a fine spirit, as is shown by the folicwe 
ing extracts from her letter, addreesed to Wir. Gorrell, Secretery of the Associa~ 
tion. She said, in part: 


"I thank you for your letter calling my attention to the canned 
peaches in my story. Certainly, nothing wes more remote from my mind than cresting 
&@ suspicion of canned foodse--for all my life I have lived on them in Alaska. I am 
fully informed as to the absolute sefety of #11 canned foods--unless the cans are 
defective, which one may see at a glance. 


"It is difficult to realize that anyone could so construe what 
wes written. In the first place, there was no poisoning in the story. The woman, 

caught, took the first thing that ceme to her mind to excuse the situation in which 
the engineer found her--and the open cen of peaches wes the thing that caugit her 

eye. You see how thet is. However, I get your point, and in the future I shall be 
very careful. I know the power of the written word, in a world where so many people 
do not do their own thinking. 


"In these days of prohibition and censors, it is difficult for a 
writer to mention anything--but we ere gredurlly finding ways of getting around such 
things. If anyone hed actually been poisoned in my story, I never should have men- 
tioned the peeches specifically, but since no death by poisoning occurred, I ree) ty 
gy see how the woman's wild statement can be taken seriously by your correspor- 
ents. 


"But, honestly, I do thank you for your nice letter, and I'm sorry 
if unwittingly I have made a wrong impression. After this I shall be on my guard. 
And if I ever need information on canned goods, it's you I'll be asking." 


Applications for Space at Buffalo Food Exhibit. 


The National Canners As@ ciation is exceedingly anxious to have 
the coMperation of members in the Canned Foods Exhibit at Buffalo, the week of Janu- 
ery 21, 1924. Buffalo is now e city of more than half a million population and it 
offers a splendid opportunity for popularizing canned foods. In addition to the 
local population, the reservations requested by wholesale grocers indicate that 
there will be an unusual attendance of canned foods buyers at the Convention. 
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No better opportunity could be offered for the display of men- 
bers' products. The expenses invoived will be only nominal and while sufficient 

applicetions to make a creditable showing have clready been received, it is hoped 
that many more members will participate. 


The Committee on errangements must necessarily know well in ad- 
vance the number of booths required and therefore has set January 5th as the les: 
date on which applicetions may be considered. Thie is essential in order that thin 
arrangements for booths can be completed in time for the installation. 


May we have your application for space by carly mail? 


Corn Borer Increases in Ohio. 


The . C. Ae Raw Products “esearch Bureau advises that the United 
States Department of Agriculture reports considerable increase in the degree of in- 
festation by the European corn borer during the past month in the infested terri- 
tory in Ohio. One field has been observed which yielded as high as seventeen per 
cent. of the stalks infested. No definite indication has yet been found that the 
insect will be two-brooded tnis season under Ohio conditions. 


Laboratory Will Test Alaska Seed Peas. 


Referring to the paragraph in Membership Letter No. 36 in regard 
to spurious seed, there is a possivility of the presence of Bengaliea peas in seed 
of this type. The Bengalie pea, which sometimes occurs in alaska seed peas, pro~ 
duces a green pea which canned turns bleck and also produces a dark liquor. One 
or two of these peas in a can will spoil the eppearence of the entire contents. 

The Research Laboratory has developed a chemical method for testing for Bengalia 

Pees in seed peas which test can be carried out in a few minutes. Any canners who 
wieh their Alaska seed peas tested for this type of pea should send samples to the 
National Canners Association Research Laboratory, Weshington, D.C. 


Canned Foods Week Local Committees Being Appointed. 


Considerable progress is being made in Canned Foods Week premre- 
tions. The American Wholeeale Grocers Association and the National Food Brokers 
Association are also appointing committees in all markets where they have members. 


The Washington office is making special efforts to have these 
locel committeemen send in their reouisitions for supplies at the earliest possible 
date, in order thet shipments may go forward promptly. 


Canned Toods \ieek in Buffsclo will be iield during the Convention 
week, beginning January 21, 1924, and will tie up Cenned Foods Week, the Canned 
m foods Exhibit, and the National Convention. 


Large Convention Reservations. 


An unusual number of reservations is on file for the Buffalo 
Convention during the week of January 21, 1924. It is noted that these resorvations 
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have come in considerably earlier than heretofore, arid it is believed that this in- 
dicates a record attendance. 


The Canning Machinery and Supplies Association has likewise re~ 
ported that they are receiving an unprecedented number of applications for epace 
in the Machinery Exhibit Hall. This exhibit is to be held in the Broadway Audi-~ 
torium, which is said to be one of the largest and finest display spaces in the East 


“Tinned Foods" a Blessing. 


A prominent canning company of Baltimore writes: 


"A writer-treveler, in recounting the world's greatest discov- 
eries, has set down ‘tinned foods' among them. We should be able to get along well 
enough, perheps, without many of the world's great discoveries, but people must 
needs be very wretched if ‘tinned foads' were not accessible. ‘Tinned foods’ well 
deserve to be included among the world's greatest discoveries, and we should each 
and every one devoutly thenk God for the precious boon of them." 
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